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Hamburg's Bad Sister date all the way back to
1988. A chequered career with some marquee support
slots over the years has finally led to a new album, their
third, a long overdue follow up to 1991’s ‘Out Of The
Business’. So, is it worth the wait? Well AOR fans are
going to find a lot on here fo like.

Opener ‘Lose Or Win' has a kind of Toto style
keyboard vibe with some searing guitar work over the top.
The icing on top is lead vocalist Andrea Lohndorf who
makes it all seem effortless. She has a terrific voice with
intelligent phrasing and delivery. They mix it up for the
anthemic ‘Bright Lights' with some wonderful gymnastic
bass playing from Jorn Saul. ‘Don’t Need Me' reminds
me of 80s Heart at their best, especially with the sparkling
keyboard work from Andreas Lau. The other ace the band
have is Sven Lange, whose lead guitar work is simply
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sensational on Don't Need Me”. ‘Confess You Love Me
sees Lohndorf wearing her heart on her sleeve, with a
powerful delivery turned up fo ten. Gotta give a mention
to drummer Kai Kessler who holds this and every track
together so well. The man is the rock and pulse of this
band along with Saul. ‘Fair Enough’ sees the band hitting
a harder vein on a thrusting rocker, giving Lange more
room to tear off some blistering solos. There's a bit of a
honky-tonk left turn for ‘She Doesn't Love You'with Lau’s
keyboards to the fore. What | really like is how they go out
with a big bang on ‘Got Caught’.

This album is a grower, a really magnificent piece
of work.
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en aus dem hohen Norden und

e vor allem sind Ist eine richtige Band, die
jeden Ton ihrer Musik noch selbst erzeugt und das
Ganze hrt sich richtig gut an. Mus sind sie
im melodischen Rock mit weiblicher Stimme im
Rock Stil der Boer unterwegs. Es gab bereits einige
Besetzungswechsel am Mikrofon aber seit sechs
Jahren ist die 5dngerin Andrea Lohndorf fir den
Gesang zustindig. Der Sound der Band erinnert
mich an Bands wie Loverboy, Foreigner, Pat Benatar,
Heart, Lee Aaron oder aber auch Roxette (mit mehr
Rockanteil). Vermutlich ware die Band in Amerika

er Ballade .Could It Be Love" fiir Gansehaut
sorgt. Das die Band nebenbei auch ordentlich rockt
kann machte ich hier nicht unerwahnt lassen.
Deswegen eine klare Kaufempfehlung und bitte
rauf auf die Bihnen dieser Welt.
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by "Metal Mark" Garcia at 23 December 2022, 4:08 AM
Share this on Facebook | Share this on Twitter

3 It's common to think that the mix between Hard Rock and AOR was an exclusive musical genre
: of USA due the commercial dominance of the genre on the country during the 80% (it lasted
between 1983 until 1992). But it's a false idea, because many bands presented this same idea
on different countries (EUROPE on Sweden is a fine example), and even without being a

muini - massive commercal success, many others existed on those days. One of them is the veteran

it b German quintet BAD SISTER. And they're releasing "Where Will You Go”. The band’s music

( i * == balances the right amounts of influences of Hard Rock with AOR, in a way that the songs can be
- == heard by anyone, and not only Rock or Metal fans due its accessible appeal; in other hand it

brings the dassic elegance known from German hard Rock acts, and many moments filled with
70's influences (as can be heard dearly on “Bright Lights™).

The band really worked hard on its songs, creating many excellent melodies, hooking choruses, and everything else, but always in a
way that is spontaneous and uncompromised with anything else that isn’t their own personality. So be prepared to be hooked! The
album was produced by the hands of Kai-Owe (the band’s drummer) at Hammaburg Studios, Hamburg (the band’s hometown), and
mixed it was mixed by Timo Hocke. The sononty of the album is really spontaneous and organic, as it hasn't endless digital editions;
but always sounding alive and actual, and in a form that is simple to understand.

The album is so easy to hear and like that it’s hard to anyone to resist to it, especially in moments as “Lose or Win”™ (a song filled
with an 80°s ambience, a very good chorus and with catchy melodies and amazing guitar arrangements), "Feels Like Love™ (that
bears the same elements of the previous one, and what lovely weight comes from bass guitar and drums), “Bright Lights” (the
brings that old and good AOR feeling of the 70, and what great vocals lines), “Don't Need Me” (an accessible song filled with
energy in a form that can be a live hit on the shows), "Couldnt Do Right™ (this one nearer of a AOR song due its accessible appeal,
laid on very good keyboards parts), “Could It Be Love™ (an amazing ballad with lovely and tender melodies), "Moon Woman™ (a
heavier ballad with energy and elegance), and "Got Caught”. The others are as excellent as these anes, mind you.

"Where Will You Go" is said by the band as their finest moment. But one thing must be stated: that BAD SISTER really created a
precious jewel.

Songwriting: 10
Musicianship: 9
Memaorability: 10
Production: 9
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